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Why water? Why women? Why me? @
Dr Tanjina Mirza, Plan Canada Plan



Facts on Water
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Facts on Water (contd)

Women (and children
particularly Girls)
spend long hours

daily collecting water

On average they walk

six kilometers each

day to fetch water.

Carry 20 kilograms
on their heads.
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Water in schools: impact on girls

» Access to safe water and
sanitation in schools is key In
retaining girls in schools

« Separate latrines for boys/qirls
with water points

* Absenteeism for girls increases
during periods

* Major cause for girls dropping out

to early marriage

*Girls education breaks ¢
inter-generational cycle ™
of poverty
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Rain water harvesting
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Child friendly pumps: water management
committees
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Recommendations to consider

* Break cycle of poverty by
retaining girls in schools by
providing WASH facilities In
schools.

 Create water management
committees in schools,
communities

« Equip women to participate
at different levels in water
resources programs
defined by them.
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Me? a water perspective change
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Me2 Why | co-founded H2O 4 ALL?

H20O 4 ALL was formed to develop and implement
sustainable water solutions in developing countries.
Through partnering with 20 plus local charitable
organizations and NGOs, we are able to engage
and empower local community leaders to take
ownership in these solutions. By their engagement
in the solution process we ensure the success and
growth of the community.

H20O 4 ALL has over 20 projects operating in Ghanaq,
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia Africa
and Colombia, South America.



Challenges and successes in Canada
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Challenges on the ground

Training Implementation Governance



Engaging women in Sub Saharan Africa?
=

Empowering women directly changes social reform
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giving life through water™

www.h2o04all.org
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Why Women, Why Water, Why Me?

Drinking Water, Sanitation and Health




Why Women? ™
* Ecosystem Integrity

* Global Equity

* Economic Development

Safo Water as U
Koy 10 Global Health

* Education



* Water is critical to our future (and our present)
* Power is in people, not technology
* Small investments lead to big changes




* Right time, right place, right people

* The power of ONE
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What how?
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