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Wader-Conghamed, Eninonment

From the 20-litre yellow jerry cans used to fetch
and store water that marked both the urban and
rural landscapes, to the large rainwater harvesting
tanks of all varieties, life in a water-constrained
environment was evident.
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The individuals we encountered in communities
and the people in the field that were working
to address their community’s water, sanitation,
and hygiene concerns were not only sources of
learning but also sources of inspiration.
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Tom Clagstoom 40 Commun

Much of what we learned during our visit was exemplary
of what we had discussed in the classroom.
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A significant problem that has been notably cropping up throughout our research
this year has been the fragmentation of development sectors and the difficulties
that this can cause in harmonizing ideas and projects. Throughout the year, and
during this trip, students in the Water Without Borders program have worked
together despite disciplinary differences. This experience in working across
backgrounds and ideologies has been challenging to manage at times but has
allowed us to better understand barriers to project implementation and why it
is both essential and valuable to break them down. It is rewarding to consider
how friendships and partnerships can be forged across difference and how
experiences can ignite solidarity.
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The community of learning established each year through the
Water Without Borders programme is not only transdisciplinary,
but it is experiential and opportunistic, with new knowledge
and ways of knowing presented at every turn.
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